¡Hola!



¡Adíos!




¡Gracias!

You have probably heard the words at the top of the page, but did you know that words like tornado, Colorado, patio, armadillo, chocolate, and hurricane to name a few are also Spanish words that English has borrowed?!  According to the 2010 US Census Bureau some 37 million Americans spoke Spanish at home. Now, just 5 years later, the Instituto Cervantes says in a report that there are over 47 million Spanish-speakers in the United States. In fact, this now makes the United States is the 2nd largest Spanish speaking country in the world! The report states that the US Census Office estimates that by the year 2050 there will be more than 138 million hispanohablantes in the USA. According to Ethnologue, Spanish is the 2nd most spoken language in the world.  The Index of Human Development ranks Spanish as the 2nd most important language on earth, only behind English.  The number of people that speak Spanish is debatable.  Some estimates say as many as 500 million.  However, most put that number at 399 million.  With the large number of people who speak Spanish, learning the language can open up numerous opportunities for you in the future.

During the course of the year we will learn many different vocabulary words and grammatical structures.  Hopefully, we will also have some fun!  The Spanish culture is an amazing culture that offers a wealth of opportunities for learning and enjoyment.  

Website
sralarissamiller.weebly.com

Materials:

Notebook
Pencil or pen (black or blue only)

Highlighters are helpful but not required.

Folder with pockets and FASTENERS in the MIDDLE!

Classroom Rules:

No food or drinks allowed! Water is permitted. 

Be on time and working on Bellwork when the bell rings.

No lotions, perfume, make up, or anything with fragrance may be used at any time.

Treat others with respect.

Don’t talk unless given permission. 
Cheating/Plagiarism:

Cheating and/or plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated in this classroom.  Cheating on any assignment will result in punishment.  The severity of the offense will determine the punishment.  All cases will result in a zero for the assignment.  Detention and/or a visit to the principal’s office could occur as well.  Cheating/plagiarism on a project will result in a zero and a detention.

Guidelines and Procedures:

Arrival to class – When you arrive to class, you should come in and be seated in your assigned seat. Bellwork will be on the front screen. Start working on your bellwork. If you finish, sit quietly. If you are INSIDE the classroom, you should be seated at your desk! If you want to socialize, you should remain in the hall. However, if you are not INSIDE the classroom when the bell rings, you will receive an unexcused tardy if you do not have a note signed by a teacher.

Bellwork – you will have bellwork EVERYDAY.  It’s something that I expect you to do as soon as you come into the classroom.  Bellwork will be taken up only on Fridays or the last school day of the week.  You will receive 20 points for each day’s bellwork that you complete.  If you do the bellwork for each week, you will receive a 100.  Bellwork can make or break your grade.  You can receive anywhere from 4-5 100’s or 4-5 0’s for bellwork for a nine weeks.  The choice is yours.  Bellwork should be written on one piece of notebook paper for the week.  Each day should be labeled in Spanish with the day (i.e. lunes, martes, etc.) and the date.  You will lose 5 points for each day that is not labeled correctly.

Homework – turn in with name and class period.  Put in the basket at the BEGINNING of class (i.e. BEFORE the bell rings).  If you do not have your homework in the basket before the bell rings, do not get up and turn it in during class.   You are not permitted to work on homework in class unless given time for that specific purpose.  If I see you working on homework during classtime, I will take it up.  It will NOT be given back.

Late work – I will accept assignments up to 3 DAYS late. You will lose 10 points for each day that it is late. For example, if something is due Tuesday and you turn it in on Friday, the highest that you can make is 70.

Partners – The choice of partner will be mine.  At the beginning of each unit you will be given a partner.  This partner will be who you work with until the unit is over.  You will sit beside your partner for the length of the unit. **If you absolutely cannot work with your assigned partner, please see me before or after class to have a discussion about your options.

Tardy – If you are late to class you MUST have a note for it to be excused.  This means that if you are finishing a test for a teacher, you should get a note with the date and time from that teacher BEFORE you leave.  Once you are in the room, you will NOT be permitted to go back and get one.  Coming to class late without a note will result in an unexcused tardy.  4 Unexcused tardies in a semester = 1 unexcused absence, detention, and a ZERO!  This is school policy and is in the student handbook.  

 Absences – According to school board policy, a student who has an excused absence has 3 days to make up any assignment.  Most of the time you can find your assignment by looking at your Unit Calendar.   If you have checked your calendar and are still unsure, please ASK! If I gave out notes or any handouts, I will have a copy for you in the MAKE UP WORK binder. In order to be counted as present for a class, you have to be in class for at least half of class.  In a 90 minute class this means that you should be in here 45 minutes at least.  If you are only present for 10-15 minutes of class, you will be counted absent and this will count toward your total days missed for final exemption.  **Also, if I have you during lunch, the 45 minutes does NOT include lunch time. To be counted present you must be present for 45 minutes of instructional time!

School Related Trip/Function - If you miss class for ANY reason, it is YOUR responsibility to get your assignments for the day(s) you missed.  You have 3 days for excused absences.  If you are on a field trip or a school related function, you should come to me BEFORE the absence and get your assignments!  These should be turned in when they are due.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  

Make-Up Work – As previously stated if you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to get your missed assignments. I will not track you down. I will have a make-up work folder that you should check. If you miss a test, you have 3 days to make up the test. That is 3 school days, not 3 A/B days. Depending on what is going on in class you may not be able to make up a test during class. It is YOUR responsibility to talk to me to schedule when to make up a test.

Projects – You will have a project for some units.  These will count as test grades.  You will have an oral project for each unit.  Most of these are not hard projects.  They are just activities that require a little more effort and therefore count a little extra.  The only way for me to tell if you are able to communicate in Spanish is to have you speak in Spanish.  If you do not, how will I know that you can speak the language?  Most of the oral projects will be done with a partner and will be 3 minutes or less.  Examples of the Spanish I projects include:  making a poster, making a scrapbook page, making a crossword puzzle, writing a composition, a conversation, an interview.  Spanish II projects will require more writing and more thought.

Oral Activities – We will do a lot of oral activities in class.  This is the best way for me to determine whether or not you are able to speak Spanish.  Unless told otherwise, you will partner with the person sitting beside you.  The rows of 5 pair together.  While you are working in pairs/groups, I will be walking around listening to what you are doing.  If you are on task and are doing what you should be, you could receive a sticker.  8 stickers = 1 homework pass!!  20 stickers = 1 Quiz pass!!!
After a parent or guardian and the student have signed below, please put this sheet in the front of your binder.
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